Prediction of the future is at best only speculation based on information at hand and wishful thinking. The single most important development in the 21sl century might be the attainment of extended productive life spans and perpetual youth.
Many individuals already regularly take human growth hormone, seeking to slow or turn back the clock of aging. Life spans of200 years or more could become the norm. A complete understanding and elimination of disease could occur by midcentury. The massive bank ofunpublished knowledge in the brains of experienced physicians and researchers will be recorded, sorted, verified and made instantly available to all.
As the viruses and other organisms causing the mutations that cause benign tumors and cancers are identified and dealt with, large numbers of physicians will be freed and available to try to solve conditions that might pro ':,.e to be more resistant to our efforts, such as acute trauma. Chronic suppurative otitis media, surprisingly, might be among the last to be solved. Gene engineering will be commonplace. Regrowth oflost or damaged limbs and organs will be a reality. As a lizard regrows a lost tail , we already have beguri to cause hair cells of the inner ear to regenerate with the use of growth factor. 
